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Flow Characteristics of fractured carbonate Aquifers

 Dense and ubiquitous fracture network

— little surface runoff
— water easily infiltrates to subsurface

 Recharge
— exceedingly rapid
— carries surface contaminants to the water table

* Flow within the aquifer occurs primarily along
bedding plane fractures

— Little to no attenuation of contaminants within the aquifer

* Flow rates vary from 10’s to 100’s of ft/day
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