FALL VS. SPRING LIMING: WHAT IS THE BETTER CHOICE?
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When it comes to trying to dleviate soil acidity problems, any time is generdly considered to be a
good timeto gpply aglime materids. However, there are anumber of factors that you may want consider
when making a decison on whether tolimeinthefdl. Ingenerd, fal isan excelent timeto makeyour lime
goplications. Firg of dl, thereisgenerdly moretime availableto growersin thefal when compared to the
busy spring tillage and planting season. Truckersand custom lime spreaders may aso be easier to contract
inthefdl than in the goring. Another big advantageto fdl liming isthat you do not haveto ded with weight
limits on rurd roads, which are impaosed in the spring. The physica conditionof the soil isgeneraly much
better inthefdl than in the soring. Thiswill be advantageousin supporting the weight of the lime spreaders
and minimizing the likelihood of doing structurd damage to the soil aswell as getting suck in fidds. Any
compaction or whed tracking damage done in the fal will have winter freezing and thawing cydesto help
dleviate some of these adverse effects.

Theided timeto gpply lime is when you are coming out of the forage part of the rotation, or as far
in advance of planting your most acid sengitive crop as possible. Often, limeisnot gpplied until the end of
the corn part of the rotation or just before seeding the legume. In any case, gpplying it in thefal will give
youseverd extramonthsfor thelimeto react compared to aspring application. If fal tillageisdone, it dso
gives the lime one more mixing which research has shown is criticd to the effective neutrdization of acid
soils. Unlikefdl application of nutrients such as nitrogen, there is no risk of leaching loss of lime and very
minimal risk of surface loss as wdl due to the generdly low solubility of aglime products. In summary, if
soil testing has confirmed a need for reducing acidity in some of your fields, consder fal liming as a
management strategy.



